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Refolving WEEKLY all the moft 


Nice and Curious Queftions 


Propos'd by the INGENIOUS. 


Sarurbay, April 18 1691. 


Queft. 1. Here was Paradice ? 

Anfw. If we find the Rivers, fome or all, 
the Scituation, the very Name Eden—we fhall 
go very far toward the difcovery of the place 
irfelf. For not fo much as to mention the 
whimfeys of thofe who place it in the middle 
Region of the Air inthe Moon, or where theif 
own giddy Fancy pleafes, the incomparable 
Sir Walter Rawleigh, one of the greateft Orna- 
ments the Gentry of England ever had, has lit- 
tle lefs than demonftrated to wus that ‘tis in 
Affyria, in a pleafant Ifland made by the Ri- 
ver Tygris. This place is Eaftward of the 
Wildernefs, where AMofes may be fuppofed 
to write his Hiftory. ’Tis in a Country cal- 
led Eden, (and ’tis the Garden' of Eden, fo 
fays Mofes, Eaftward in Eden. ) This place is 
near two ofthe Rivers mentioned in the Scrip- 
ture: Euphrates and Tygris all grant to be Pe- 
rath and Aiiddikel, and thefe are joyned by 
this Ile, and afterwards divided. For the 
other two Rivers we are thus directed to’em, 
one compafles Havilah, the other Chus, both 
are near thisIfland. We have fomething like 
Pifonin the River called Pafi-Tygris, and ano- 
ther near the fame that circles Chus or Ethio- 


pie, which therefore may well be fuppofed to 


be Gibon. If there’s no abfurdity in all this, 
and many in any other Hypothefis , what we 
have here advanced is like to ftand till fome 
other advancesa better. - ' 

Queft. 2. What Gog andMagog are, and 
whether yet to be deftroyed? 

Anfw. If he means that Gog and Adagog in 
the Old Teftament, mentioned by the Prophet 
Ezckiel, it will not be difficult to know. who 
they are by the Company they keep, In‘one 
place they are named together with Jdefhech 
and Tubal, in another with Gomer and Fogur* 
ma: ‘Twill be a little too far to go feek for 
Melhech in Mufcovy, or Tubal at St. Ubes in 
Spain, whom, al] the moft valuable Commen- 
tators place a great deal nearer, namely, in 
fome parts of the leffer Afia. Here then we 
ought to feck for Gog and Magog, and ‘tis 
Rere, namely, in Calofyria, that Pliny himfelf 


finds it for us. —Hierapolis, fays he, a City in: 


Celofyria, which the Syrians call Adagog.——The 
fame as learned Geographers conclude, which 
is now named Aleppo ; in fome of the firft Ages 
of the World the moft notorious for Idolatry 
of any other, anda fort of a Pantheon for the 
Heathen Gods, whence it received its Name. 
For which Reafon the Prophet chufes it to ex- 
prefs the Enemies of the Church, which fhould 
infeft it after its Reftoration from Babylon ; 
as other Prophets both inthe Old and New Te- 
ftament make Babylon it felf the head of the 
Churches Enemics. Thefe People of AZagog, 
Ezekiel fays, fhould come up and befiege Fern- 


falem, and receive a great overthrow before it ; 


which accordingly happened to a tittle fome 
Agesafter, when Antiochus or Seleucus, Kings of 
Syria , under whofe command the forementi- 
oned City was, defigning to deltroy the ews, 
or at leaft their Religion, loft fo many Armies 
in the War againft em, ijand at length their own 
Lives by the hand of Heaven. Some indeed 
think that this Prophefie relates to the fame 
time with that mentioned in the 20rh. of the 
Revelations; but the interpretation already 
brought feems much more natural and eafiee 
If the Proponent means theGog and Magog {poke 
of in the Revelations, which fhall come up 
againft the Holy City, and be deftroyed by 
Fire from Heaven, we aniwer, It feems pro- 
bable that by them are meant the whole Col- 
luvics of wicked Men, whom the Devil ftirs 
up to. difturb the Church toward the End of 
the World, at the latter end of the thoufand 
years ; which whatever is meant by em we may 
undertake almoft to. demon(trate are not yet 
ft, and therefore Gog and Adagog not yet 

eltroyed. ; 
Se 3. Whether Monflers are endued mith a rational 
Saul: 

Anfw. The word Dfonfler is too general a fignifications 
an4 ought to have been diftinguifh’d, whether by Mon- 
fter the Propofer meansa monftroys produét, from a 
Natural Generation, as when two of a kind, as Man and 
Woman, two" Monkeys, &. produce fomething of the 
fame fpecies, yet with lefs or more Limbs, or a commix- 
ture of: Sexes (for I have feen an Hermaphrodite 
Monkey ) or when two Creatures of different Species 
oan” 24 betwixt both, asa Man with fome other 

eature, ora Dog witha Fox, &c. But becaufe of the 
word rational, we maft fuppofe Humanity emeines” 
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Anjw, We are informed in Hiftory, that as they feel 
our Region to grow colder, they follow the heat, and 
rilit the Southern Countries, which are more moderate in 
tue Winter-time ; juft as Beafts and other Creatures 10 
Green-land, for the generality, follow the hght to avoid 
the Solitude of that long andtedious Night: but as lome 
of thefe by Age, Lamenels, or Accident carry behind, and 
are ftarv‘d,or are made an unnatural Prey to one another ; 
io chofe Swallows that tarry behind perhaps from the lame 
Caules, retreat to ruinous Buildings, andiubterraneous Ca- 
verns, where the Cold makes ‘em fenfelcis and void of 
atlappearance of Life, as 1 have try‘d by pricking and 
dilmembring ‘em withoutany ienife of Pain; and it they 
are really dead, as lam fatisfied they are, they have no 
need of suftenanceto maintain what is not, | mean Life. 
1 remember the Royal Society give an Inftance of a great 
cluftet ot Swallows that were found in a Pond of water, 
that were joyned together, holding one another by the 
Leys, ings and bills, and the society concludes that they 
came there by a volustary choice of that Element ; it Jooks 
improbable how they fhould find one another under wa- 
ter, or be all ina mind te fall together ; | thould rather 
fuppofe that they crept into fome hollow bank near the 
Water, which broke and fellin with ‘em. If it be ask*C 
how they can revive again, 1 anfwer, the matter of Faét 
has been proved, not only inthem, but Cuckoes. And 
though I give no great Credit to what Pliny lays, that the 
heat ofthe Sua doesform Creatures in Aégypt out of the 
very Mud; yet I doubt not but that the Sun meeting 
with Organs already capacitated for Animation, together 
with fome other natural Caule, may revive Swallows, 
and the rather becaufe by my own Experiment I know 
that Fliesthat have beendrowned twoor three days may 
be brought tolife by the heat of the Sun, or the applica. 

tion of warm Abhes. 

Queft. 5. Whence the Wind bas its Force, and the reafon 
of is Changes ? 

An{w. From feveral Caules, the firft may poffibly be 
the motion of the Elementary Bodies, asthe Sun, Moon, 
and Stars. The violence of whofe Motion ( being allo 
fuch great Podies ) muft needs caule a great Agitation of 
the Winds : if it be objeéted, That thole bodies moving 
one way, viz. toward the weft, we fhould have always 
Eajfierly Winds We anfwer, ‘tis a miftake , for _fome 
move obliquely, and fome retrograde ; betides the diverfi- 
ty of Exhalations and Clouds caufe Repercuflions and 
Changes, by hindring the Courfe of the Winds. Again, 
Clouds themfelves when they break into Showers, dif- 
perfe the Winds by falling duwn, as is evident by the 
Obfervation of fudden Winds before Rain, — 

Queft. 6. Whether Cambridge or Oxford is the Ancienter 
Univerfiry ? 

Anjw. Oxferd by 421 years. ree 

Queft. 7. whas is the caufe of Thunder, and what is it? 

Anw. Thunder is generated thus ; The heat ofthe Sun 
caufés an afcenfion of two forts of Exhalations, the one 
of Water, the other of the more Humid. and Liquid 
Parts of the Earth, asthe juice of Trees, Plants, Herbs, 
Manured Fields, and fuch like, all which havea Natu- 
ral Salt, or a fpiritous fort of Sulphur, which meeting 
together Coagulate, and are of an inflamable Nature, 
as appears when they meet with proper Matter, to fet 
them on fire, either by Sympathy or Antipathy, for 
Fire will produce fire naturally ; or Fire may be caufed 
by violent Motion and Rarification of the Air, as when 
a Flint and Steel are (mote together. Now ‘tis confetied 
by all Naturalifts that Heat and Cold have the fame 
Fffeét in many Cafes ; to mention one, Heat thins and 
rarifies the Air; or to fpeak properly, is Air rarified 5 
and fo dues extremity of Cold, for Cold is but a Priva- 
tion of Heat, andis no part of the Creation, and the 
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heat; this being premifed, it tojlows, that Cold which 
lyes in the muddle region of the Air, mecting with its 
oppofite igneous Exhalations, by a kind of an Antipe- 
riftalis, the Exhajation is kindled, and the V.olent itcite 
isthe Caufe of that Noife We call i hunder-Ciaps. if we 
be askt, why a Thunder bolt is formed like a Weare ( as 
they have been often found; ) We Adlwer, ‘cis natural 
they fhould have that ftpe, for aiything chat!s liquid, 
before its Condenfation, -falls in drops, fome bigger, and 
fome jefler, but all drops juft as they fal!, appear bottied, 
and fhaped like a Pear,fothefe bituminous,{ulpuurons,liquid 
Exhalations, as they are melced by the Ext:emity of heat, 
falling ( or ragher with Violence thrown ) threugh the 
Air, become hard. That. they are compofed of a ful. 
phurous Matter, is evident in this, that where a Thun- 
der-Bolt falls, thereisa ftrong {mell of Sulphur or Brim. 
ftone. 

Que ft, 8. Whitare the Cheuds, and where when the Air is 
clegr ? 

An{w. The Clouds are of two forts, one an Exhala- 
tion of Water, the other of a more Terreftrial Matter, 
as we have already mentioned; but where fuch are whea 
the Air is clear, feemsalittie greater difhculty, though 
not an impofhbility to refolve: Suppofe thena Room, 
through which there are fome Chinks for the rayesof the 
Sun to enter, if you look upon thofe rayes; you may plainly 
difcern the innumerable Attoms which dance in the Air 
but if you go out to look forthem in the Air, where the 
whole Body of the Sun has its effeét, there*s notan At- 
tom to be feen, though there are Attoms there allo 4 
from this inftance it appeafs, that the trueft repretenta- 
tion of light is when a darker Body is by 5 for no Man 
can judg of Light without Darknefs, nor of Motion 
without fomething fixt; €& e conra; now the Clouds 
being rarify‘d through an exceffive Heat, or drawn upa 
greac diftance from the Earth, are ipvifible tous, and 
appear like Air through the abundance of Light, without 
commixture of Darknels, which proportionably con- 
traéts our Optick Nerves; this is evident, for after the 
cleareft and hotteft day, when the Element begins to be 
a little darkned, through the approaching Night, the 
Clouds become vifible, and we fee what too much light 
debarred before. 

Queft, 9. Is the Soul Subje® to Pafficn ? 

Anjw. Wenever fee adead Man quarrelfome, and the 
Bodies of the living are but vivifyed Ciay animated by 
the Soul, fo that Paffion is an a€tionof theSoul. I can- 
not poffibly tell what the Querift means; he might as 
well have askt, Whether the Soul is fubjeét to life ? or 
to fpeak purer Nonfenie, Whether the Soul is fubjeé to 
it felf? if the Inquirer pleafe tu {peak his mind in fome 
other terms, we‘ll endeavour his further fatisfaétion. 


Advertifement, 


=n Hat nothing might be wanting to render our Athen‘an Pro- 
jott ferviceable te the Publick,we shall now give a further 
oh Acc. unt of what we Cefign'd from our very hirlt engageing 
in it which was not only to confine our filves to An{mer ati 
manner of Queitions whatever that fhall be fent us, fit for a Refo- 
lution, ( which fhall alfa be perform'a from Week to Week cithér in 
fingle Nombers, or at the end ef every Velum:, for the Reafons bint- 
ed in Numb. 2.) butalfots give Aécounts ¢ f moft Books tranfmitted 
to meinen rh Parts, ia Order whereto we bavé already fettled 
@ Correspondence b:jend Sea being refolved t 
<cunieie tadats ng refolved to {pare no Charges te 
We defign alfo to infert the TranfaBions and Experiments of feve- 
ral Boglith Virruo{o’s, and what ever elfe is CURIOUS that y Late 
fent us frim time to time, and to transc. ibe ( that [0 we may the more 
fully make goed our Title ) from the Ada Eroditoram Lipliz, the 
Paris Jourral des Scavans,the Giornali de .Letterati, Printed ag 
Rome and the Univer{al’ H ftorical Bibliotheque, dec. all that we 
ee ad be 1 er bere a3 va'uable———=~— A L L ‘which we 
meena to addat the end of every Volume, they being Licenfzd end 
ter‘d, and new Tranflatine ih order te it, . Pi , aE 
We fhail ai] along publifh every Volume ( with @ Preface and Index 
ts it AG ioe ie we have received Rue ftions enough to fell up 
‘uMd. 30, that fe thefe Querifts that fla ef for A 
not think us tedious. y é ined tt yee J 
This Paper will be Publifht alwayes on Tuefdays and Saturdaye 
the Authors of it kdying now Obliged themfelve be we 
fete » Af ged themfeives to be confpant te 
After the 2oth. of April Continue to fend your New Queltions as 
dire@ed inthe firft Gaxet, viz. to be left at Mr Smith* e «bor 
are ome f Smith's Coffee boul 
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